Dr Stevens on the Employment of the When cholera made its appearance in London, Dr Stevens did every thing he could to induce his medical friends in practice to try the saline treatment; and some tried it in a few instances. These, however, were either hopeless cases, or 2d, When the stomach was irritable, which was generally the case, a large sinapism was immediately applied to the epigastric region; and when the extremities were cramped, they were rubbed with hot flannel, which had the effect not only of relieving the pain of the cramps, but, with the sinapisms, of augmenting, it is said, the amount of animal heat.
3d, A powder, consisting of half a drachm of carbonate of soda, one scruple of muriate of soda* and seven grains of chlorate of potass, was dissolved in half a tumbler of water, and given soon after the Seidlitz. In ordinary cases this powder was administered every hour, in severe cases every half hour, and in some malignant cases every fifteen minutes. In short, it was given more or less frequently according to the circumstances of the case, and continued till the circulation was freely restored, after which it was given at longer intervals; and when reaction was completely re-established it was gradually left off.
4th% Where the stomach was irritable, the use of the above powder was occasionally suspended, and common effervescing mixtures, or small doses of common soda powders, with excess of carbonates, were frequently used till the irritation was abated ; after which the carbonate of soda, with The case in which I have used the hydrostatic bed is in that of an old lady of 70, who has been confined constantly to bed for upwards of six weeks, in consequence of a severe sloughing sore on the leg, which has reduced her to an extreme state of weakness. During the last few weeks she has suffered much from restlessness and want of sleep. She was unable to turn herself in bed; and although every care was taken to change her position as often as seemed necessary, still at last the integuments over the sacrum began to give way, a small gangrenous spot having appeared. The integuments over the trochanters were at the same time slightly in an inflammatory condition.
Under these circumstances, the hydrostatic bed at once occurred to me, and on the evening of the day on which the state of the back was observed, the patient was put upon the bed. She fell asleep two hours afterwards, and slept for seven hours, and this was remarked by her attendants and friends to be the longest sleep she had enjoyed for weeks. She has now passed six days in the hydrostatic bed, and still continues to enjoy long and refreshing sleep.
The patient is not aware of the nature of the bed; but on asking her how she likes it when compared with her former bed, she replies, that she likes it better, for it is much softer. The hydrostatic bed of course is always soft, and does not require the patient to submit to the fatigue consequent upon the shaking up of ordinary beds; for although this was done in the most gentle way, still the consequent fatigue was great; but this is now completely saved by the use of the hydrostatic bed.
The gangrene of the integuments of the back has not at all increased since her removal to the new bed ; on the contrary, the original patch is now separating, and the parts look well. She has become altogether improved since her removal, and whatever may be the final result of the case, the comparative ease and comfort afforded to her by the use of the hydrostatic bed are, I think, sufficient to establish its claim to the attention of medical men, and to encourage the repetition of similar trials.
I am sorry that the date of publication of the Journal does not permit me to give a more extended, and consequently more satisfactory account. So far as it goes, however, the short trial in the present case is sufficiently 
